September 9, 2002

To:      All Arbor Vista Residents

From:  Arbor Vista Association Board

At this time we would like to address a number of issues that have been brought to the Board’s attention.  These issues involve the safety of our neighbors and deed restrictions of the neighborhood.  We would ask that homeowners in our community refrain from engaging in these activities.

The following is a list of the possible violations that have been reported to us:

1. Motorized vehicles within the Illinois Nature Preserve.  The area to the east of the subdivision has been designated as Illinois Nature Preserve and is therefore subject to the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act.  It is a violation of the Act to, among other things, operate motorized vehicles within the Preserve.  Violation of the Act is a Class A misdemeanor and subject to civil penalties up to $10,000 for each occurrence.  For more information about the Act and the Preserve, please go to http://dnr.state.il.us.  This would be a violation of the State and, since the Board is not a State enforcement agency, we ask that you contact the proper authorities to report any wrongdoing.  For your reference, the Lake County Forest Preserve Rangers “Duck Farm Station” phone number is 847-356-9227.  The Lake County Sheriff Police can be reached at 847-549-5200.

2. Unauthorized Vehicle Use on Public Streets.  There have been reports of unlicensed vehicles on the streets of the subdivision.  Most notably, go-carts and All-terrain vehicles.  Also, there are underage/unlicensed drivers operating these vehicles.  This is a safety concern for many of our residents.  As an unincorporated area, we do not have sidewalks or bike paths where pedestrians can walk.  Also, many people seem afraid to drive near these vehicles since it is uncertain how inexperienced drivers will react.  If anyone owns any of these vehicles we would suggest that they be taken to an area that allows this type of activity.  Anyone who witnesses this sort of activity is encouraged to contact the Sheriff’s Department at the number listed in paragraph 1.

There have also been reports of high-speed motorcycle use on our residential streets.  This was reported about the time of the County Fair and may have been people that were at the Fair.  However, if you witness any repeat occurrence, please contact the Sheriff’s Department.    

3. Deed restriction violations.  At the time of the closing on your property, you all should have received a copy of the Arbor Vista Deed Agreement filed with the County in 1962.  The Deed prohibits certain activities and was put into place to protect the property values of the residents of the subdivision.  Among the violations of the Deed that have been reported to us are:
a. Commercial vehicles parked in the driveway.  The Deed reads as follows: “No truck or other commercial vehicle shall be permitted upon any lot except when said truck or commercial vehicle is actually delivering, unloading or loading personal property to and from the premises and except any truck or commercial vehicle which is restricted to the interior confines of the private garage, the intentions being to prevent unnecessary excessive and continuous open parking of trucks or commercial vehicles upon said lots.”  

b. Storage of debris in yard.  The Deed also prohibits the storage, temporarily or permanently, of junk, debris, or abandoned personal property.

c. Erection of additional buildings on lots.  Finally, the Deed prohibits the erection of “trailer, basement, tent, railroad car, shack, garage, barn or outbuilding.”  We don’t consider a small storage shed to be in violation of this restriction.  If you have a question regarding a new structure you are planning, please contact the Board for an opinion.

If any of you do not have a copy of the Deed, please contact a Board member and we will get you one.  

As a courtesy to our neighbors, we would like to see these actions discontinued and the properties in compliance with the Deed of the subdivision.  We welcome the opportunity to discuss any concerns that the subdivision residents may have.

We would like to thank the overwhelming majority of you that abide by these rules and make this subdivision a great place to live.  We’re sure many of us purchased our homes because of the unique qualities that are found within Arbor Vista.  It is the burden of the Association to preserve these qualities and enforce the rules and restrictions that were put into place by those before us.  Please help us continue to make this neighborhood a great place to live.

Best regards,

The AVA Board of Directors
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______________________________

Richard Hoppel – President



Tim Hill – Vice President

_____________________________


______________________________

J. B. Morrow – Treasurer



Chris Bryer - Secretary

_____________________________                     

Tim Olrick – Sergeant at Arms

